Voice of Sila

(Movements of Cloud in between July 2002 and April 2015 by NASA Earth Observatory,
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/85843/cloudy-earth)

1. At Nome', an old scalawag named Najagneq.

The fifth Danish Thule Expedition (1921-1924) crossed arctic North America. The explorer
Knut Rasmussen, who conducted this journey, met Shaman Nazagnek in Nome, a port city
in western Alaska, USA. When Dr. Rasmussen asked him if he believed in any of all the
powers he spoke of, he answered:

“Yes, a power that we call Sila, one that cannot be explained in so many words.

A strong spirit, the upholder of the universe, of the weather,

in fact all life on earth- so mighty that his speech to man comes not through ordinary words,
but through storms, snowfall, rain showers, the tempests of the sea, through all the forces
that man fears, or through sunshine, calm seas or small, innocent, playing children who
understand nothing. Children hear a soft and gentle voice, almost like that of a woman. It
comes to them in a mysterious way, but so gently that they are not afraid; they only hear that
some danger threatens. And the children mention it as it were casually when they come
home, and it is then the business of the angakoq to take such measures as shall guard
against the peril.

When times are good, Sila has nothing to say to mankind. He has disappeared into his
infinite nothingness and remains away as long as people do not abuse life but have respect
for their daily food. No one has ever seen Sila. His place of sojourn is so mysterious that he
is with us and infinitely far way at the same time.”

T A city in Alaska, USA
2 Campbell, J. (1976) Primitive Mythology, Penguin Compass, pp. 53,/ Rasmussen, Knud.
(1927) Across Arctic America: Narrative of the Fifth Thule Expedition. Conversation between

Knud Rasmussen and Najagneq, the Yupik shaman from Nunivak Island, in Nome Alaska in
1924.
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How do you feel about me?



Do you know how | can expose myself?

| am the wind.

| am the clouds.

I am the rain.

| am the air, cold or warm air.

| am a being that cannot be explained in any words.

I am a storm, snow, heavy rain, heavy waves.

| am also the warm sunlight and the calm sea.

Some say | am a strong power.

Some say | am the weather, the climate.

| blow the wind and move the seawater and air warm, cold, up, down, and sideways.

| was with the beginning of everything, and | will be with that change. If you are curious
about Earth's appearance going back to 3 million years ago before the Ice Age, I'll tell you
what | remember.

At that time, no people lived on Earth. It was before the Ice Age cycle began. Back then,
there weren't many glaciers in the Arctic. There was ice on top of the mountain along the
shoreline of what you call now Greenland. There was almost no ice in the Arctic sea. When
summer came, the ice melted.

The sea level was higher than it is now.

The sea was covering the coastal cities and lower land on the continents.

Siberia and Alaska had lush forests instead of tundra.

And even before that, 47 million years ago, Earth's atmosphere was hot. At that time, there
was no ice anywhere on the Earth. With an ice-free south and north pole, the seas were very
different. The south and north pole were warm enough that it did not create deep cold
waters. The ocean made a different circulation, and other types of lives could only live.
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After World War Il, people started releasing so much carbon dioxide into the air. The amount
of carbon dioxide that the Earth's air now holds is the same as the Earth's atmosphere three
million years ago.

| reacted to it and started to shake myself.

The change in the amount of carbon dioxide is so sudden and immense that | haven't been
able to keep up with it yet, but | am gradually making the Earth's conditions and the weather
suitable for that amount.

The weather will be indefinite until the climate is again the same as 3 million years ago.

It has appeared as heat waves, droughts, wildfires, and prolonged monsoon rains, floods,
and storms all over the world.

The change started with the melting of the arctic glaciers.

Soon every summer, the Arctic will be as free of ice as it was 3 million years ago. As the
strong arctic winds weaken, warm air is heading north, and cold air is heading south.

As the frozen land in the north melts, the lands along the coast and the houses built on it will
collapse.

When the long-frozen land melts, microorganisms that have frozen together in it will appear,
and it will spread through mosquitoes, teeth, etc., which have become more active due to the
warm climate.

Foreign mosquitoes, insects, and birds fly toward the north, and fish that lived in the south

are coming up.

Arctic animals living near glaciers lose their place to live as the ice melts, and those who
hunt them lose their food and work.

As the seawater warms and becomes acidic, the creatures living in the ocean now will have
a hard time living.

As the seawater rises, people will move to live on higher ground.

People who have nowhere else to go will have to live in submerged houses.



Someone loses land and forests for farming,

Some people are no longer able to get clean water.

For some, all these changes are merely getting the weather warmer.

Maybe people will adapt to the changing climate.

| remember the arctic girls who came out of the tent every morning and checked me out
before hunting. | used to inform them of my plans in advance.

| remember the people who were afraid of gathering the abundant mass fruits grew in
clusters through the forest thanks to the outstanding balance of sunlight and rain of the year.
They shared it with the villagers, and the leftovers returned to the forest. They knew well. A
bountiful harvest in one place is with the drought in another. That one person's fullness is
with the other person's hunger.

They are the people who can hear my words and songs.

Do you remember how spring came, summer came, fall came, and winter went? Can you
remember when the birds fly back and the bees fly towards the flowers? All the promised

times will change, and all the creatures will have to find a new time.

Can you feel me? Can you feel my change?

Follow the path of earthworms and snails under the ground you are stepping on. Look what
the grass and trees look like where you live. Ask the people who grow the food you eat that
how they feel about this change.

Come out, see, hear, smell, and touch your surroundings. Come closer to me like that, Like

the arctic girls who came out of tents every morning and checked me out.
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